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TICKET RACIAL GAP

February 2026

The Free2Move Coalition is an alliance of community
and advocacy organizations working to create a safer,
more racially equitable traffic safety system in Chicago. 

Chicago Traffic
Tickets by Race

Impact for Equity is a public interest law and
policy center working towards racial, economic,
and social justice for and with communities most
disadvantaged by systemic inequities. 

During a traffic stop, a police officer has the discretion to issue a
traffic ticket. The ticket includes the time, location, description of
the alleged traffic offense(s), and the consequences for or
options to challenge the ticket. 

For more serious offenses, drivers may be required to appear in
court. If not, drivers can plead guilty and pay a fine or request
supervision, or they can plead not guilty and request a trial.
Traffic ticket fines can range from $25 to $2,500 in Illinois. More
serious or repeated violations may result in driver’s license
suspension or revocation, arrest, or potential jail time. Tickets
can also lead to increased insurance rates or employment or
professional licensure repercussions.   4

45% of traffic tickets were given to Black drivers
despite only comprising 29% of Chicago’s
population.   Although drivers of each race are
roughly proportionately likely to be ticketed when
stopped, the ticketing disparity reveals an additional
consequence of a traffic stops strategy that
disproportionately targets drivers of color. 
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January 2023 - October 2025

Free2Move Coalition and Impact for Equity

The most common traffic violation that ticketed drivers were
initially stopped for was failure to have vehicle registration.

Each year, the Chicago Police Department
(CPD) issues thousands of traffic citations
(i.e., traffic tickets) for alleged violations of
state or local traffic laws. Although just 6.6%
of CPD traffic stops result in a ticket, CPD
data shows Black and Latiné drivers are
bearing the brunt of this penalty.1
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The number of traffic tickets issued varies significantly by police
district. Police in the 3  District issued the fewest tickets during
this period (290) while the 2  District issued the most (7,983). 
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Chicago Police Department traffic citation data was procured through a Freedom of Information Act request. Data is on file with Impact for Equity.
This data does not include parking or automated enforcement tickets.
1

Chicago Traffic Tickets
by Police District

70% of the 18  District’s tickets went to Black
and Latiné drivers, yet they only comprise 12%

of the district’s residents. 
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Chicago’s Whitest 
Police Districts

Disproportionately Ticket
Black and Latiné Drivers

18th District
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19th District
January 2023 - October 2025

White people are 72% of the 19  District’s
residents, yet they received only 25% of the

district’s traffic tickets. 
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A high number of traffic stops does not always lead to a high number
of tickets. For example, Chicago’s 7  District had the highest number
of traffic stops citywide in 2024, yet this data shows District 7 as
issuing a relatively low number of traffic tickets.  This can indicate
that many of the 7  District’s traffic stops were pretextual traffic
stops, where officers use the traffic violation to stop and search for
criminal activity rather than address the alleged traffic violation. 
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 All Chicago population data in this fact sheet is sourced from the Chicago Inspector General’s Public Safety Dashboard. City of Chicago Office of Inspector General,
Investigatory Stop Report Dashboard with Census Demographics (last accessed: Jan. 13, 2026) https://igchicago.org/information-portal/data-
dashboards/investigatory-stop-reports-with-census-demographics/#dashboard-tabs. 
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 In analyzing racial disparities in traffic stops, it can also be relevant to compare the number of traffic tickets to the number of drivers by race rather than residents
by race. The Illinois Traffic and Pedestrian Stop Study annually estimates driver populations by race for Chicago. Comparing the 2024 estimates with the cited
population, Black and Latiné drivers are still disproportionately ticketed. Illinois Department of Transportation, Illinois Traffic and Pedestrian Stop Study, 2024 Annual
Report: Traffic Stop Analysis, pg. 211-12, https://idot.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idot/documents/transportation-system/reports/safety/traffic-stop-
studies/2024-Illinois-Traffic-Stop-Study-PartII.pdf. 
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 Illinois State Bar Association, Your Guide to Illinois Traffic Courts (last accessed: Jan. 13, 2026) https://www.isba.org/public/guide/illinoistrafficcourts. 4

 Impact for Equity & the Free2Move Coalition, 2024 Traffic Stops Data Report (April 2025) https://impactforequity.org/report/chicago-2024-traffic-stops-data-report/. 5

Racially disparate traffic stops in the 18  District have recently come under scrutiny. See Heather Cherone, Police Leaders Agree to Suspend Sergeant for Violating
Rights of Black Driver During Downtown Traffic Stop, WTTW (Jan 12. 2026) https://news.wttw.com/2026/01/12/police-leaders-agree-suspend-sergeant-violating-rights-
black-driver-during-downtown. 
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